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Предисловие
Данное учебно-методическое пособие представляет собой план учебной информации по теме «Времена года, погода. Изменения климата - глобальная экологическая проблема» Пособие предлагается для изучения во всех учебных группах колледжа. Оно призвано способствовать развитию языковой компетенции по данной теме и содержит тексты, лексико-грамматические упражнения, темы для дискуссий и ролевых игр, а также словарь и грамматический материал по теме «Степени сравнения прилагательных».
В основе каждого урока - учебный текс. Текст создает благотворительную почву для развития и совершенствования навыков и умений устной и письменной речи, обеспечивает активность и личную заинтересованность каждого студента, опору на имеющийся опыт в языке.
Пособие может быть использовано для аудиторной и самостоятельной работы студентов.
1. Adjectives. Degrees of comparison. Прилагательные. Степени сравнения прилагательных.
Прилагательными называют слова, обозначающие свойства или качество предметов, например: large - большой, blue - голубой, simple - простой. В предложении они обычно выполняют функцию определения к существительному или именной части составного сказуемого, например: It was early spring. Была ранняя весна. The weather is cold. Погода холодная.
Прилагательные в английском языке не изменяются ни по родам, ни по падежам, ни по числам. Сравните: a long street - длинная улица,  a long table -длинный стол, long tables - длинные столы.
Как и в русском языке, в английском языке различают три степени сравнения,   прилагательных: положительную, сравнительную и превосходную. Положительная указывает на качество предмета и соответствует словарной форме, т.е. прилагательные в положительной степени не имеют никаких окончаний: difficult - трудный, green -зелёный. Часто, когда говорят о равной степени качества разных предметов, употребляют союз "as ... as - такой же ..." или его отрицательный вариант "not so ... as -не такой ..., как". The line AB is as long as the line CD. Линия AB такая же длинная, как и линия CD.
Если нужно указать, что один предмет обладает более выраженным признаком по сравнению с другим предметом, то употребляют прилагательное путём прибавления суффикса "- ег" к основе прилагательного, состоящего из одного или двух слогов, например: short - shouter короткий - короче dark - darker тёмный - темнее clever-cleverer умный-умнее,
Обратите внимание, что на письме конечный согласный удваивается, чтобы сохранить закрытый слог: hot - hotter - горячее big - bigger -большой - больше.
А если основа прилагательного оканчивается на букву"- у" с предшествующим согласным, то при прибавлении суффикса "-ег" буква "-у" переходит в "-i" dry - drier сухой - более сухой easy - easier лёгкий - более лёгкий.
При сравнении разной степени качества употребляется союз "than" - чем. The line AB is longer the line CD. Линия АВ длиннее, чем линия CD.
Сравнительная степень прилагательных, состоящих из более, чем двух слогов, образуется при помощи слова "more - более": useful - more useful - полезный - более полезный interesting - more interesting - интересный - более интересный.
The Russian language is more difficult the one. Русский язык сложнее английского.
Превосходная степень указывает на высшую степень качества предмета и образуется при помощи суффикса '- est", от односложных и двухсложных прилагательных или слова "most - самый" от некоторых двусложных и более длинных прилагательных. Причём при прибавлении суффикса "- est" сохраняются те же правила, что и для суффикса "- ег".
Поскольку данный предмет выделяется из всех прочих подобных ему предметов по своему качеству, то перед прилагательными в превосходной степени обычно употребляют определённый артикль "the": large - the largest большой - самый большой hot - the hottest горячий - самый горячий dry -the driest сухой - самый сухой useful - the most useful полезный - самый полезный. It's the most difficult of all. Это самой трудное правило из всех.
В английском языке существует ряд прилагательных, которые образуют степени сравнения не по общим правилам. Некоторые из них приводят ниже в таблице.
	
	Положительная степень
	Сравнительная степень
	Превосходная степень

	односложные
	strong сильный
	stronger сильнее
	the strongest самый сильный


	многосложные
	difficult трудный
	more difficult более трудный
	the most difficult самый трудный

	исключения
	good хороший
	better лучше
	the best самый лучший

	
	bad плохой
	worse хуже
	the worst самый плохой

	
	many/much много
	more больше
	the most самый большой

	
	little маленький
	less меньше
	the least самый маленький


Write the comparative and superlative forms of the adjectives.

	Adjective
	Comparative
	Superlative

	cheap
	cheaper
	the cheapest

	expensive
	more expensive
	the most expensive

	young
	
	

	happy
	
	

	beautiful
	
	

	biq
	
	

	busy
	
	

	intelligent
	
	

	bad
	
	

	far
	
	

	new
	
	

	dangerous
	
	


2 Put the words in the correct order to make sentences or questions.

Example

family the am the I oldest

/ am the oldest in the family.

a   sister me ma than younger is
b   class who oldest the in is

с  passenger plane is Concorde world fastest the in the

d    book interesting than my your more is book

e bought expensive shop the in watch most Peter the

f  cheapest buy John shop in the did watch g difficult German English than more much is h weather better today than much yesterday is

Complete the questions with the superlative from of the adjective, then try to answer them.

Example

What is the highest (high) mountain in world?

Everest

a Who is
(rich) person in Britain?

b What is
(long) river in world?

c  What is ____________________________________(popular) sport
in your country?
_________________________________________________________

d   Where is __________________________(old) university in Europe?
e   Who is ____________________________(young) person in your family?

f     Who is ________________________(intelligent) student in your class?

3 Тематический словарь

	season, n
	сезон
	cold, a
	холодный

	period, n
	период
	cool, a
	прохладный

	year, n
	год
	warm, a
	теплый

	month, n
	месяц
	hot, a
	жаркий

	day, n
	день
	pleasant, a
	приятный

	winter, n
	зима
	strong, a
	сильный

	spring, n
	весна
	dry, a
	сухой

	summer, n
	лето
	mild, a
	мягкий

	autumn, n
	осень
	wet,
	мокрый

	weather, n
	погода
	rain, n
	дождь

	weather forecast
	прогноз погоды
	rainy, a
	дождливый

	climate, n
	климат
	cloud, n
	облако

	snow, n
	снег
	storm, n
	шторм, буря

	snowy, a
	снежный
	stormy, a
	бурный

	sun, n
	солнце
	sky, n
	небо

	sunny, a
	солнечный
	thunder, n
	гром

	shine, v
	светить
	lightning, n
	молния

	wind, n
	ветер
	landscape, n
	пейзаж

	windy, a
	ветреный
	nature, n
	природа

	blow, v
	дуть
	grass, n
	трава

	bright, a
	яркий
	ground, n
	земля

	fine, a
	прекрасный
	leaf, n
	лист

	long, a
	длинный
	temperature, n
	температура

	short, a
	короткий
	average, a
	средний

	awaken, v
	просыпаться
	harvest, n
	урожай

	melt, v
	таять
	fruit, n
	фрукты

	freeze, v
	замерзать
	vegetable, n
	овощ

	cover, v
	покрывать
	gather, v
	собирать

	become, v
	становиться
	ripe, a
	спелый

	it gets
	становится
	grow, v
	расти


Речевые фразы
What is the weather like today? - Какая сегодня погода? I'm
wet to the skin. - Я промок насквозь.
Have you heard the weather forecast for tomorrow? - Вы слышали прогноз погоды
на завтра?
Climate and Weather Vocabulary Autumn n осень; deep - поздняя осень; Am. Fall.
Breeze n бриз, легкий ветерок: e.g. The gentle stirred the young leaves.
Climate n климат: e.g. What doeth the climate of a country depend of on? Damp
/most, humid/- влажный к.; dry - сухой к.; mild - мягкий к.; continental -
континентальный к.; subtropical - субтропический к.; tropical - тропический к.;
temperate/moderate/   -   умеренный   к.;   insural-   островной   к.;   equatorial  -
экваториальный к.; mediterranean- средиземноморский к.; maritime - морской.
приморский к.
Cloud n туча: e.g. Dark clouds in the sky.
Cloudy n покрытый тучами.
Clod n холод; а холодный; bitter-сильный мороз; piercing - пронизывающий
холод; Ant. Heat n, hot a.
Cool n прохлада; а прохладный: e.g. The day is cool in the shade. Ant. Warmth n,
warm a
Changeable а переменчивый (о погоде).
Chilly а прохладный (о погоде).
Damp а влажный, сырой: e.g. If you walk in the rain for a short while your clothes
will be dampen. Ant Dry a
Dew а роса
Dewy n покрытый росой.
Downpour n поток, ливень
Drizzle n мелкий дождь, изморозь моросить.
Dull а пасмурный.
Fickle а переменчивый, капризный (о погоде).
Fog n туман: e.g. Fog in the sailors greatest enemy. Thick- густой туман; peasoup -
«гороховый суп» (туман желтого u,BeTa).Foggy а туманный: e.g.The air in London
is frequently damp and foogy.
Freeze v замерзать, мерзнуть, морозить.
Frost я мopoз;white - иней, изморозь; black - сильный сухой мороз (без
снегам/sharp- сильный мороз; ringing - трескучий мороз.
Frosty а морозный.
Frozen а замерший:еg. The lakes and rivers are frozen.
Hair n град.
Hurricane n ураган,буря,шторм:е^. The hurricane is rising. Hold on to your hat.
Ice n лед; v замораживать: e.g. The roads are sometimes covered with slippery ice or deep snow.
Indian summer бабье лето
Lightning n молния; a flash of-вспышка молнии; heat (summer) - зарница; to be
struck by-быть пораженным молнией.
Melt (thaw) v таять.
Mist n туман, дымка; v застилать, окутать туманом: e.g. The mountains were
hidden in the mist.
Nasty а отвратительный, мерз кий, скверный; a nasty-looking cloud-страшная
туча.
Pool n лужа, небольшой пруд; swimming- бассейн для плавания.
Puddle n лужица: e.g. There were big puuddles in the street after the thunderstorm.
Rain и дождь; v идти(о дожде),те - has set in-пошел обложной дождь; it s a
pelting-идет проливной дождь; it looks like - похоже, что идет дождь, роuring-
проливной дождь о be caught in the-попасть под дождь^о keep the out-укрыться
от дождя: e.g. It is going to гат.Собирается дождь.п. is raining cats and dogs. Дождь льет как из ведра.
Rainbow n радуга.
Rainfall n ливень.
Rainy а дождливый, ненастный.
Season п время года, сезон: e.g. Whick ia the most pleasant season? In season-самое время (фруктам и T.fl.);out of-не время(фруктам); rush-горячая пора.
Seasonal а сезонный
Shower n поток, ливень: e.g. The shower came on all of a sudden.
Sleet n дождь со снегом, крупа.
Squall n шквал, вихрь
Storm n буря,шторм,1о be caught in a - быть застигнутым бурей.
Stormy а бурный, штормовой.
Thunder и гром; v греметь(о rpoмe)e.g.It thunders.Гремит гром.A peal(roll)of-
раскат удар грома;
e.g. A distant roll of thunder was heard in the morning
- cloud-грозовая туча; - storm-гроза; to be caught(to be taken by)a-storm-,6biTb
застигнутым грозой.
Weather и погода: e.g. What kind of weather is it? Какая погода? What's the weather
like? How's the weather? A change in the-перемена погоды; -bureau-бюро погоды;
-forecast-прогноз погоды.
Wet а мокрый, влажный.
e.g. Wet weather is rainy weather.
To get - to the skin промокнуть до костей
Wet as a drowned cat промокший до нитки
Wind n ветер
e.g. The wind is getting stronger. Ветер крепчает. The wind has abated. Ветер
стих. Light - легкий ветерок; cutting - пронизывающий ветер; head -
противный ветер; fair -попутный ветер; strong - сильный ветер; a gust of-
порыв ветра
Winter n зима
Hard (severe) ~ суровая зима; mild (open) - мягкая зима
E.g. It was deep winter. Зима уже вошла в свои права.
Zero n нуль
e.g. It is three degrees above zero today, but yesterday it was two degrees below zero.
Zone n зона, пояс, район; the torrid - тропический пояс; climate - климатическая
зона; the Arctic - полярная зона; the frigid - арктический пояс; the temperate -
умеренный пояс; - time поясное время.
4. Do The Riviera, Alaska and the Sahara Meet in Russia?
/. Read the first sentence of the text, then read the whole paragraph. Say if the first sentence of the paragraph gives its main idea.

2. Read the text very carefully. Refer to the words given before the text in the Weather and Climate Vocabulary. S. Make notes; which facts given in the text are new to you.
Russia encompasses within its territory immense differences in climate. The climate ranges from the bitter Arctic winters to the hot summers of the lowlands west of the Caspian Sea. In some areas the climate is as mild and warm as on the Riviera, in others the frost is more severe than in Alaska, or the heat is almost as scorching (знойный) as in the Sahara. Because Russia covers such a large area, its climate is little affected by ocean currents and sea winds, which have a moderating influence, and, as a result, the climate is extreme, with hot summers and cold winters.

The northern Siberian city of Verkhoyansk has one of the world's most extreme climates, temperatures can reach 37 degrees С in summer and -68 degrees С in winter. Even in European Russia, the climate keeps most of the population south of St. Petersburg, where temperatures average -10 degrees С in January and 17 degrees С in July. By the way, winter lasts 5 months in St. Petersburg (from November to March), but up to 9 months in Siberia, with snow falling even in May and frosts starting in August.

Rainfall within Russia varies from region to region. One cloudburst in the Caucasus region can bring almost as much rain as falls in an entire year on the nearby Caspian Sea lowlands. Parts of the Pacific coast and the Caucasus region have more than 1,500 millimeters of rain in a year. In the northwest of Russia, the average yearly rainfall is about 450 millimeters (18 inches), while Astrakhan, at the mouth of the Volga River, in the Caspian Sea lowlands, has only about 200 millimeters (8 inches).

Corresponding to the climate there are 6 vegetation zones stretching across the country. From North to South these are: the tundra (treeless plains where the soil is

always frozen below the surface and thaws on the surface only for a few moths in summer), the taiga (or pine forest), mixed forest, steppe, semi-desert and desert. Each vegetation belt has its own flora, fauna and natural resources. The extremes of temperature and rainfall produce many kinds of plant life. As to animal life, it varies with the climate.
5 Comprehension Check and Discussion Tasks on the Text
1. Find English equivalents for the following: огромные различия, в  соответствии с климатом, океанические течения, среднее ежегодное количество осадков, тихоокеанское побережье,
2. Find sentences with the following words and phrases in the text and translate them into
Russian: from November to March, varies with the climate, as a result, as mild and warm as, extremes of temperature.

3. Let's find out who is the most quick-witted student in our group. She / he is the one who does the following tasks most quickly and correctly (you may use the text when preparing your answers):

a). Find all sentences where the word summer is used. Translate them.

b). How often is this word used?
c). Check yourself: what are these words?
/pattern: Imaetic—climate/Etewate, euapteemrrt, ecano, Irlaaifn, nryujaa.
d). Choose the odd word: desert, taiga, steppe, semi-desert, lowland, tundra, mixed forest, pine-forest.
e). Match the words and find the regularity:
	1. Bitter
	about
	2. Immense
	zone

	winter
	sereve
	hot
	territory

	frost
	south
	belt
	18 inches

	more than
	summer
	region
	large

	north
	heat
	450 millimeters
	scorching


f). Count degrees Centigrade equivalents to degrees Fahrenheit:

Note:°F = °C1.8 + 32 
°C = (°F-32): 1,8

37°С, -68°С, 63°F, 14°R.
If you are ready raise your hand!
4.
Match the parts to make a sentence:
1). The climate ranges 


1). scorching as in the Sahara.
2). Astrakhan has



2). its own flora, fauna and natural resources
3). Verkhoyansk has

3). about 200 millimeters of rain a year.
4). In some areas the heat is as   

4). one of the world's most extreme


climates.
5). Each vegetation belt has     

5). from the bitter winters to the hot summers.
5.
Complete the sentences by choosing the correct variant:
1). Because Russia covers such a large area, its climate is
a), not affected by ocean currents and sea winds, b). little affected by ocean currents and sea winds, c). much affected by ocean currents and sea winds.
2). In St. Petersburg temperatures average
a). -10 degrees Centigrade in January and 17 degrees Centigrade in July b). -17 degrees С in January and 10 degrees С in July c). -68 degrees С in January and 37 degrees С in July
3). Animal life of Russia varies
a), from region to region
b). from Arctic to Caspian Sea lowlands
c). with the climate
4). In Siberia snow falls even in a). March b). April
с). May
5). The soil is always frozen below the surface a), in the taiga b). in the tundra c). in Alaska
6.
State which of the following sentences are true and which are false according to the text:
1). In some areas of Russia the climate is as humid as on the Riviera.
2). Winter lasts 5 months in St. Petersburg, from December to April.
3). Ocean currents and sea winds have a moderating influence on the climate of Russia.
4). Temperatures in Verkhoyansk can reach 40 degrees Centigrade in summer.
5). In the northwest of Russia the average yearly rainfall is about 450 millimeters.
7. Check your memory: do you remember what information the following figures refer to:
37, 68, 5, 9, 450, 6. Now test your (your friend's) answers looking through the text.
8. Skim through the text and say which of its 4 paragraphs gives information about:
1), the reasons of great differences in the climate of Russia;
2). the average yearly rainfall in Russia;
3). Russia's vegetation belts;
4). extreme winter and summer temperatures.
9.
Put the following sentences into the order in which they occur in the text:
1). Parts of the Pacific coast and the Caucasus region have more than 1,500 millimeters of rain a year.
2). The heat is almost as scorching as in the Sahara.
3). The extremes of temperatures and rainfall produce many kinds of plant life.
4). The climate keeps most of the population south of St. Petersburg.
5). The climate is extreme, with hot summers and cold winters.
10.
Imagine you are interviewed by an American teenager about the climate and weather in Russia. These are your answers. What questions do you suppose he would ask you?
—Yes, Russia covers a large area from Arctic to the Caspian Sea lowlands.

— . . .
—I'm not so sure about it. Our climate is little affected by ocean currents and sea winds.
— . . .

—That's right. We have hot scorching summers as in the Sahara and cold bitter winters like in Alaska.
— . . .

—It depends. In St. Petersburg winter lasts 5 months, .in Siberia it is up to 9 months.

—Quite so! If I'm not mistaken summer temperatures can reach there 37 degrees С and winter temperatures are -68 degrees С
— . . .
—You are always welcome.
11. Suppose you were a clerk of the London Travel Agency organizing tours to Russia. Do your best to convince a hesitant client who is afraid of Russian severe winter to make a trip
to Russia (use the information given in the text as fully as possible).

12. Try yourself as a journalist of a famous geography magazine. Write a short review (5-7 sentences) entitled 'The Riviera, Alaska and the Sahara meet in Russia1.

P.S. Учитель может сократить число тренировочных упражнений в зависимости от уровня обученности учащихся и временных рамок урока.
6. «Other Countries Have a Climate, in England We Have a Weather»

Read the text very carefully without consulting a dictionary. Refer to the words given before the texts in the Weather and Climate Vocabulary.

Make notes: what information seems important to you.

The British Isles which are surrounded by the ocean have an insular climate. The 3 things that chiefly determine the climate of the UK are: the position of the islands in the temperate belt; the fact that the prevailing winds blow from the west and south-west; the warm current - the Gulf Stream that flows from the Gulf of Mexico along the western shores of England. All this combined makes the climate more moderate, without striking difference between seasons. It is not very cold in winter and never very hot in summer (temperature seldom drops below 0 or rises above 30 degrees). So the British ports are ice-free and its rivers are not frozen throughout the year. The weather on the British Isles has a bad reputation, and not without a reason. It is very changeable and fickle. Mark Twain said about America: "If you don't like the weather in New England, just wait a few minutes" but it is more likely to have been said about Britain. So the English often say that they have no climate but only weather. It's natural for them to use the comparison 'as changeable as the weather' of a person who often changes his mood or opinion about something. It rains very often in all seasons in Great Britain. Autumn and winter are the wettest. The sky is usually grey, and cold winds blow. On the average, Britain has 204 rainy days a year. The English say that they have 3 variants of weather: when it rains in the morning, when it rains in the afternoon, and when it rains all day long. Sometimes it rains so heavily that they say "It's raining cats and dogs".

Besides Britain is known all over the world for its fogs. Sometimes fogs are so thick that it's impossible to see anything within a few metres. The winter fogs of London are, indeed, awful; they surpass all imagination. In a fog the air is hardly fit for breathing; it is grey, yellow, deep orange, even black because of the smoke of many thousands of chimneys. In a dense fog all traffic is stopped, no vehicle can move from fear of dreadful accidents. The famous peasoup fog in London is described in many novels, including "The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes" by Arthur Conan Doyle. So we may say that the British climate has 3 main features: it is mild, humid and changeable. This type of climate is good for plants. Trees and flowers begin to blossom early in spring.
7. Comprehension Check and Discussion Tasks on the Text

1.
Find English equivalents for the following: преобладающие ветра, без четкого
различия, переменчивый как погода, дождь льет как из ведра, трудно дышать во время тумана.

2.
Give Russian equivalents for the following words and expressions: all this combined, drops below 0, on the average, because of the smoke, the peas oupfog.

З.Маке up sentences of your own using the following word combinations: have an insular climate,the Gulf Stream, throughout the year, it rains, main features.

4.
Look through the text and find the beginnings and the endings of the following sentences:

1) a bad reputation.

2). Trees and flowers begin


3)
204 rainy days a year.

4)
it's impossible to see anything within a few metres.

5). The English say they have no climate..

5. Find the place in the text where 3 variants of English weather are mentioned.

6. Choose the correct statement out of every three.
I.
a) The Gulf Stream flows from the Gulf of Mexico along the western shores of England. b)The Gulf Stream flows into the Gulf of Mexico along the western shores of England. c)The Gulf Stream flows from the Gulf of Mexico along the eastern shores of England.

2.

a) Temperature in Britain often rises above 30 degrees, b)Temperature in Britain seldom rises above 30 degrees, c)Temperature in Britain usually rises above 30 degrees.

3. 
a) Autumn is the wettest in Britain.

b) Spring is the wettest in Britain.

c) Autumn and winter are the wettest in Britain.

4.

a) In a fog the air is grey, yellow, and never black. b)In a fog the air is deep orange. c) In a fog the air is grey, yellow, deep orange, even black.

5.

a) The British climate is mild, moist and changeable. b)The British climate is mild, humid and changeable, c) The British climate is mild, damp and changeable.

7. Check your memory: do you remember what information the following figures refer to: 3,204,3,0,30,3?

8. Say whether the following statements are true or false.
1). The British Isles have a mediterranean climate.

2). The British ports are ice-free all the year round.

3). The autumn fogs of London are awful.

4). It rains very often in all seasons in Great Britain.

5). Mark Twain said about Britain: "If you don't like the weather in New England, just wait a few-minutes."

9.
Answer the following why-questions. You can find the answers in the text.
1). Why is there no striking difference between seasons in Great Britain?

2). Why does the weather on the British Isles have a bad reputation? 
3). Why do the English say they have no climate but only weather?
4). Why is the fog air hardly fit for breathing? 
5). Why is the British climate good for plants?

10.
Draw up a plan of the text.

11.An experimental creative group "We are looking for talents" offers you to demonstrate a part of the geography lesson based on the above published information.
12. Why not try yourself as a journalist? The famous English youth magazine asks its readers "Do you agree that the English have no climate but only weather? Aren't we exaggerating?" Write a short article - answer.
8. The Hottest, the Coldest, the Wettest and the Driest Country in the World.
1. Read the first sentence of the text, then read the whole paragraph. Say if the first sentence of the paragraph gives its main idea.
2. Read the text very carefully. Refer to the words given before the texts in the Weather and Climate Vocabulary.

3. Make notes: what information specifies the old facts you khew.

The United States has many kinds of climate. The weather ranges from the warm, wet conditions of the Appalachians to the desert conditions of some of the western states. It varies from almost winterless climates in southern Arizona and southern Florida to long, very cold winters in Montana, North Dakota and South Dakota. In other words, the US has practically all the climatic zones. The main land mass of the US is in the temperate zone. The climatic conditions of the country are determined by the great mountains and the wind. With every variation of surface it possesses every variety of climate, from that of the tropics (Hawaii), to that of the Arctic regions (Alaska). It is at the same time one of the hottest and one of the coldest, one of the wettest and one of the driest countries in the world.
In the Northern Hemisphere, the western parts of continents are especially favoured by the prevailing winds. This is because the western lands gather the rains as they come from the ocean, blown by storms that circle from west to east, This is an important factor in the climate conditions of the USA. The circulation of air from west to east does not take place in steadily blowing winds, but in cyclonic storms. In these storms winds blow from all directions toward the centre of the storm. The Cascade Mountains and the Sierra Nevada Mountains, running from north to south, are so close to the west coast, that they catch the largest amount of the rain from the Pacific Ocean before it can go further inland. As a result, there is too little rain for almost the whole western half of the US, which lies in the "rain shadow" of the mountains. In a great part of that territory, therefore, farmers must depend on irrigation water from the snows or rains that are caught by the mountains. One of the most important geographical boundaries in the US is the 50-centimetre rainfall line, which runs north and south almost through the middle of the country. East of the line, farming is relatively easy, and the population is relatively large. West of the line, one finds man-made irrigation systems, dry-farming, grazing and fewer people. West of the Rocky Mountains, running all the way from the Canadian border to Mexico, there are vast areas where almost no trees grow. In this section of the country are deserts which receive as little as 12.7 centimetres of rainfall a year. Yet, west of the Sierra Nevada Mountains, there are places in which 250 centimetres of rain falls annually. It is one of the wettest places in the USA.
There are all kinds of unexpected differences in the climate of the US. For instance, all along the western coast, the temperature changes little between winter and summer. In some places the average difference between July and January is as little as 10 degrees Centigrade. The climate along the northern part of this coast is similar to that of England. But in the north central part of the country the temperature difference between winter and summer is very great -36 degrees Centigrade and even more. The coldest days of a typical January may be - 40 degrees Centigrade, and the hottest July day may be 45 degrees. In the eastern part of the US the difference between summer and winter is also very distinct, but not so extreme. In the south-eastern corner of the country the climate is mild and springlike in winter, but in summer the temperature may be very high.
The situation in Alaska is different. In those parts of the state which lie above the Arctic Circle, Alaska still is a land of icebergs and polar bears. Ice masses lie buried in the earth, which is permanently frozen to a depth of 90 or more metres. From early May until early August the midnight sun never sets on this flat, treeless region, but the sun cannot melt the icy soil more than two thirds of a metre down. The Japan Current of the Pacific warms Alaska, and the Arctic cools it. The temperature may drop as low as - 43 degrees Centigrade in some places, and may drop to 30 degrees in others. In any given year more than 11 metres of snow may fall in the north, and more than two metres of rainfall may precipitate upon the city of Juneau in the south..
Hawaii, the 50th state, is a chain of over 100 islands, lying in the Pacific and stretching from southeast to northwest for 2,575 kilometres. Although this state is located in tropical zone, its climate is comfortable because of the ocean currents that pass its shores and the winds that blow across the land from the northeast. The temperature usually remains close to the annual average of 24 degrees Centigrade.
The variations in temperature within the US have had a marked effect on the country's economy and living standards. As the Growing Season Map of the United States shows, there is a long crop-growing season along the southeast coast where cotton is a principal product. This is also true in several small strips to the west where crops like grapes grow well during a large part of the year. In some of the cooler climates or in climates which combine coolness and humidity, animals and produce such as apples, wheat and corn are grown, thus giving the US a large range of agricultural products. This picture is typical of the north-eastern and eastern parts of the USA.
Comprehension Check and Discussion Tasks on the Text
1.Find English equivalents for the following: климатические условия, промерзшая почва, находится за Полярным кругом, обширные площади, к центру шторма.
2. Give Russian equivalents for the following words and expressions: winterless climates, the 50- centimetre rainfall line, combine coolness and humidity, a large range agricultural products, depend on irrigation water.
3.
Match the phrases explaining the meaning of the following words:
1) temperate
1) half of the earth
2) variation
2) to eat grass
3) hemisphere
3) dampness, moisture
4) 'rain shadow'of
4) moderate
mountains
5) remaining unaltered; lasting
5) graze
6) to move in a circle

6) permanent
7) alteration, modification
7) humidity
8) a place protected from the rain by

8) circle
mountains
4. Look through the text and name the states of the USA mentioned in the text.

5. Fill in the blank with the correct word:

1). The main land-mass of the US is in the ... zone.
2). In the Northern Hemisphere, the western parts of continents are especially favoured by the ... winds.
3). The circulation of air from west to east does not take place in ... blowing winds, but in cyclonic storms.
4). Ice masses lie buried in the earth, which is ... frozen to a depth of 90 or more metres.
5). In the west of the country one finds ... irrigation systems, dry-farming, grazing and fewer people.
6). The temperature may drop as low as -43 degrees ... in some places, and may drop to 30 degrees in others.

7). As the . . . . of the US shows, there is a long crop-growing season along the southeast coast where cotton is a principal product.

6.
Complete the sentence with the best answer (a, b or c) according to the information in the text:

1). The climate varies from almost winterless climates in southern Arizona and southern Florida to long, very cold winters in

a) North Carolina;

b) Kansas;

c) South Dakota.

2). In a great part of the west farmers must depend on

a) good weather;

b) irrigation water;

c) precipitation.

3). The climate along the northern part of the western coast is similar to that of

a) Canada;

b) England;

c) Scandinavia.

4). In those regions of the state which lie above the Arctic Circle, Alaska still is a land of a)permanent masses of ice; b)polar bears; c) icebergs.

5). The variations in temperature within the US have had a marked effect on the country's

a) architecture;

b) economy;

c) living standards.

7.
Find out whether the statement is true or false according to the information in the text:

1) With every variation of surface the US possesses every variety of climate, from that of
Arctic to that of continental.

2) The Cascade Mountains and the Sierra Nevada Mountains, running from east to west, are
so close to the west coast, that they catch the largest amount of the rain from the Pacific
Ocean.

3) West of the Rocky Mountains, running all the way from the Canadian border to Mexico,
there are vast areas where almost no trees grow.

4) In the north central part of the country the temperature difference between winter and
summer is not very great -16 degrees Centigrade and even less.

5) From early May until early August the midnight sun never sets on this flat, treeless
region'(of Alaska).

6) Although this state (Hawaii) is located in tropical zone, its climate is uncomfortable
because of the ocean currents that pass its shores and the winds that blow across the land
from the northeast.

8. In each paragraph of the text choose a sentence which best introduces or summarizes
the information.

9. Answer the following questions:
1) What do you understand by the statement: "The United States has many kinds of climate".

2) What conditions determine the climate of the country?

3) How is the rainfall distributed about the country?

4) How does the temperature change between winter and summer (January and July)
along the Atlantic and the Pacific coasts?

5) Where in the US is the climate in winter mild and springlike? Where is it very cold?

6) How do the Japan Current and the Arctic influence the climate of Alaska? What are the
winter and summer temperatures here?
7) What influences the climate of Hawaii?

10.
You are to take an exam in Specialized Geography Course of the USA. Five
examination questions are devoted to the climate.
1) Suppose what these questions may be. Formulate them correctly.
2) Write down a plan of your answer on one of these questions.

3) Discuss the logical order of your answer with your partner. Make some corrections if needed.
11. Imagine you are invited to take part in the round-table talk. Points for discussion are the following:
1) The USA, the climate and agriculture.

2) The USA, the role of mountains in making climate.

3) Specific climates in Alaska, in Hawaii. What would you like to talk about? Why? Do it.
12.  Try yourself as a journalist of a geography magazine. Write a short review (about 10 sentences) about the USA as the hottest, the coldest, the wettest and the driest country in the world.
The Weather Forecast ( after Jerome K. Jerome )
Read the text very carefully without consulting a dictionary. Refer to the words given before the text.
Notes
1. prophesy [' profisai ]- предсказывать 2. wet to fine - сначала дождь, а затем прекрасная погода 3.the Channel - Ла-Манш
4. bar. = barometer
5. tomfoolishness - шутовство

6. about - здесь: может быть, возможно

7. won't they come home soaked = they will come home wet to the skin

8. what a lark - какая шутка (шалость)

9. out of the reach of = far from

10.
flimsy things - here: summer clothes

George got hold of the paper, and read us out the forecast, which prophesied' "rain, cold, wet to fine' (whatever that may be), "occasional local thunder-storms, east wind, with general depression over the Midland Counties (London and the Channel ) bar. falling." Of all the silly, irritating tomfoolishness,5 this "weather forecast" fraud is about6 "the most aggravating. It "forecasts" precisely what happened yesterday or the day before, and precisely the opposite of what is going to happen today.

I remember a holiday of mine being completely ruined one late autumn by our paying attention to the weather report of the local newspaper. "Heavy showers, with thunderstorms may be expected today", it would say on Monday, and so we would give up our picnic and stop indoors all day, waiting for the rain. And people would pass the house, going off as jolly and merry as could be, the sun shining out, and not a cloud to be seen. "Ah!" we said, as we stood looking out at them through the window, "won't they come home soaked!" And we chuckled to think how wet they were going to get. By twelve o'clock, with the sun pouring into the room, the heat became quite oppressive, and we wondered when those heavy showers and occasional thunder-storms were going to begin. "Ah! they'll come in the afternoon, you'll find," we said to each other. "Oh, won't those people get wet. What a lark!" And when the afternoon was almost gone, and still there was no sign of rain, we tried to cheer ourselves up with the idea that it would come down all at once, just as the people had started for home, and were out of the reach of   any shelter, and that they would thus get more drenched than ever. But not a drop of rain ever fell... The next day we would read that it was going to be a "Warm, fine day; much heat"; and we would dress ourselves in flimsy things, and go out, and half an hour after we had started, it would commence to rain hard, and a bitterly cold wind would spring up, and both would keep on steadily for the whole day, and we come home with colds and rheumatism, and go to bed.

The weathers a thing that is beyond me altogether. I never can understand it. George said it was evident we were going to have a prolonged spell of grand weather some time.

Tasks on the base of the text

1.
Let's find out who is the most quick-witted student in our group. She / he is the one
who does the following tasks most quickly and correctly (you may use the text when
preparing your tasks):

a). Which is the most frequently used word in the text?

b). How often is this word used?

c). Choose the odd word in the set: rain, wind, lightning, sunshine, thunder-storm, shower, rainfall.

d). Choose the 8 most important words and expressions for the discussion of an

unfavourable weather forecast from those given below: wet to fine, prophesy, warm fine day, bar. falling, rain, what a lark, cold, local thunder-storms, heavy showers, much heat, east wind.
e). Write the words you've chosen in the order of their importance, discuss your logical order with your partner and make some corrections if needed. If you are ready raise your hand!
2. Find English equivalents for the following: поздняя осень, местами редкие грозы, отложить пикник, не видно ни облачка, утешать друг друга мыслью.

3. Give Russian equivalents for the following words and expressions: bar. falling,
precisely the opposite, stop indoors all day, as jolly and merry as could be, come home with colds and rheumatism.
4.
State which of the following sentences are true and which are false according
to the text:

1). The weather forecast prophesied rain, cold, local thunder-storms, west wind.

2). By 12 o'clock the heat became oppressive.

3). It was Jerome K. Jerome who read out the rainy, cold, windy

weather forecast.

4). The friends gave up their picnic and stopped indoors the whole Sunday.

5). The next day the friends dressed themselves in flimsy things.

5.
Choose the correct answer:

1. When was the author's holiday completely ruined?

a). Yesterday

b). The day before

c). One late autumn Monday

2.
Why was it ruined?

a). Because of the wrong weather forecast

b). Because of heavy showers and thunder-storms

c). Because of colds and rheumatism

3.
What does Jerome K, Jerome think about the weather?
a). It's a thing that is beyond me altogether.

b). We are going to have a prolonged spell of grand weather some time, c). I never can understand it.

6.
Match the sentence beginnings in column A with the appropriate sentence endings
(based on the text) in column B.

А
В
1). So we would stop indoors     1). a bitterly cold wind would spring up

2). Not a drop of rain
2). waiting for the rain

3). We chuckled to think
3). what happened yesterday or the day

4). Half an hour after we had      before

started
4). ever fell
5). It "forecasts"
5). how wet they were going to get
7.
Put the following sentences into the order in which they occur in the'text:
1). The next day we would read that it was going to be a 'Warm, fine day; much heat".
2). And people would pass the house, going off as jolly and merry as could be.
3). I never can understand it.
4). I remember a holiday of mine being completely mined one late autumn.
5). "Ah! they'll come in the afternoon, you'll find", we said to each other.
8. Find the climax of the story.

9. Retell the story if
1). you were George;

2). you were George and Jerome's friend. Don't forget to use sentence connecters:
I d like to tell you about...
Getting to the point...
My story is about...
In short...
To begin with...
To sum it up...
First...
Finally...
By the way...
That's how it all ended...
Speaking about...
But enough of this...
Well, then...

Thank you. I hope you haven't 
Well, to continue...
become tired.
After that...
Fortunately...
I shan t go into details...
Unfortunately...
Back to...
To my surprise...
Joking apart...
Frankly speaking...
Later...
Most probably...
Afterwards...
Strange enough...
10. Have you ever read any books by Jerome K. Jerome? If yes, name some of them. 1 l.a). Ask and answer the following questions. Work in pairs or in a group. 1). Do you usually listen to weather forecast?
2). Does your mother listen to it?
3). Do you always follow what the weather forecast prophesies?
4). Could you give up the picnic with your friends if the weather forecast were rainy and
stormy?
5). If yes, what would you do then?
6). An English poem says:
"When the weather is wet we must not fret.
When the weather is cold we must not scold.
When the weather is warm we must not storm.
But be thankful together whatever the weather."
Do you agree with it? Are you thankful to every kind of weather?b). Sum up the answers and make a statement on the following subject: The weather forecast fraud is about the most aggravating of all the silly, irritating tomfoolishness.
12.Try yourself as a meteorologist. Write a short report of a kind of weather you like (not more than 20 words).
Conversation Topic SEASONS AND WEATHER

There are four seasons in year: winter, spring, summer and autumn, Each of them lasts three months.

Every new year begins in winter, on the first of January. This day is a holiday in our country and people decorate their flats with New Year trees.

In Belarus winter is usually a cold season. It often snows, the rivers and lakes are frozen over. The average temperature is about 5 degrees below zero. The most unpleasant thing about winter is that the sun sets early and rises late - especially in December and January. The days are short, the sky is often gray, nature is sleeping and sometimes it gets rather boring.

But at the end of March the weather gets gradually milder. The sun shines more brightly. The days become longer, snow begins melting. Spring comes and nature awakens after a long sleep of winter. All kinds of plants and flowers come out. The birds return from the South and build their nests. The farmers begin the sowing campaign. Everything around is full of life and joy-Spring is followed by summer. The weather gets still warmer and sometimes it is very hot. The sky is blue and cloudless. But sometimes there are storms with thunder and lightning. The gardens are gay with flowers all summer months. The corn gets golden in the fields.

In summer people spend much time in the open air. They find time to go to the forest, to swim in the river, to sunbathe.

Autumn comes in September with the beginning of the school year. Early autumn is still the harvest times the time when the fruit and vegetables become ripe. It is also a very beautiful time of the year, when the weather is still warm and the leaves change their colour from green to yellow and red.

But towards the end of October the weather gets colder and colder. There's much rain and fog. Leaves fall from trees and cover the ground. Birds fly away to warm countries. Low and heavy clouds hang in the sky. The landscape becomes rather dull. Nature slowly falls asleep for winter.

In fact every season has its fine days and in its own way. And it is not difficult to see this beauty.

/. Ответьте на вопросы.
1. How many seasons are there in the year?
2. What are they?
3. How long does each last?
4. What are the winter (spring, summer, autumn) months?
5. What is the weather like in winter (spring, summer, autumn)?
6. What is he average temperature in winter?
7. What season is it when birds begin to sing?
8. Which season is the hottest in the year?
9. Why do peiple like to have their holidays in summer?
10. What is the best season for tourism (sports)?
11. What season is the harvest time?
12. Is the weather pleasant in September?
13. Does it often rain in autumn?
14. What is the shortest (longest) day of the year?
15. What is the busiest season of the year?
16. Which is your favourite season and why?
17. What is the weather like today?
18. What can depend on the weather?
II.   Спросите своего друга:
какой самый холодный сезон года;
когда больше всего бывает дождей;
была ли снежной прошлая зима;
замерзают ли реки в Белоруссии;
         где более мягкий климат: в Великобритании или в Белоруссии;
катаются ли на лыжах в Мексике;
когда берут с собой зонтик;
когда одевают теплую одежду.
III.   Встаете слова rainy, snowy или windy.
When it rains people say that the weather is ...; when it ws they say it is ...; when the wind blows, it is ...; when sun shines, the weather is ....
Контрольные упражнения
Упражнение1. Какие из указанных прилагательных можно использовать для описания погоды сегодня?
cold
cool
dry
foggy
hot
sunny
warm
wet
windy
snowy
rainy
Упражнение 2. Переведите на английский язык:
1. Холодно
2. Сейчас осень
3. Идет дождь
4. Вчера был дождь
5. Вчера не было прохладно
6. Сейчас идет дождь?
Упражнение 3. Представьте, что вы диктор телевидения и читаете прогноз погоды на предстоящие выходные. Какую информацию вы прочитаете зрителям, учитывая указанное время года?
1. It's late September
2. It is the very bigining ob ganary
3. It is early spring
4. It is August
Упражнение 4. Обсудите следующие темы:
1. Your favourite season
2. Jndian summer
3. The typical winter in your town
4. Spring
5. Zate autumn
Test
1.
Поставьте прилагательные в соответствующие степени сравнения.
1) This dress is (long) than that one.

2) Which pen is (good): the red or the black one?

3) My friend's house is (big) than ours.

4) His daughter is as (old) as mine.

2.
Поставьте четыре вопроса к предложению.
We usually come home at 6 o'clock.
3.
Переведите предложения с русского языка на английский.
1) Она работает в банке.
2) Что ты обычно делаешь вечером?
3) Он купил дом в деревне в прошлом году.
4) Завтра он уезжает в Москву.
4.
Выберите правильный вспомогательный глагол.
1)
... the delegation visit your school?
a) did

b) has

c) had

2)
...I help you?
a) has

b) have

c) shall

3)1 ... not seen you for ages.
a) has

b) have

c) shall

4) I... not known the truth before she told me.
a) has

b) had

c) shall
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